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Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 


of Religion ; more particularly 


- 


Authentick Accounts from Minifters and other 
creditable Perfons of the Revival of Religion in 
the feveral Parts of New-ENcLAND. 


Extracts of the moft remarkable Pieces in the 
weekly Hiftories of Religion, and other Accounts, 
PRINTED both in England and Scotland. 


4 


Extracts of wraiTTEN Letrers both from Eng- 
Jand,Scotland, New-York, New-Fer fey, Penfylvania, 
South-Carolina,and Geergia, of a religiousNature, 
as they fhall be fent hither from creditablePerfons 
and communicated to us. 


In Intervals of frefh Occurrences, and on other 
Oceafions, it is propofed to give the Reader the 
moft remarkable Paffages Hiftorical and Dofrinal, 
out of the moft famous o.p Writers both of 
the Church of England and Scotland from the 
Reformation, as alfo the frft Settlers of New- 
England and their Children: that we may fee how 
far their piousPrinciples and Spirit are at thisDay 
revived ; and may guard againft all Extreams. 
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Aving by the divine Affftance, which we defire 
thankfully to acknowledge, been carried thro’ the 
Labours of colleéting and publifbing the CHRISTIAN 
History for one Year, to the Acceptance of many pious 
People ; and being deftred to proceed in the likeMethod : 
We bave determined, with a bamble Dependance on the 


fame Affftance, to comply with their Defre: In Hopes 


the Rev. Minifters will fend us Accounts of the Revi- 
val of Religion in the Places where they live or are well 
acquainted with, in this Country and she neighbouring 


Provinces. 


We begin with a valuable Extract from an excellent 
Treatife of the Reverend (§ LearnedMr,Joun W ison, 
M.A. fome time of Katherine’s Hall is Cambridge is 
England. It was written in Anfwer to two Socinia- 
nizing Dutch Authors, who wrote againft the fpecial 
Operations of the Hory Spirit om the Souls of Men, 
in {piritual Illumination, Diftreffes Joys &c. was licensed 
by Mr.Sill Chaplain to Dr. Sheldon Arch difkop of Caiter- 
bury, in Dec. 1676, and printed 1677. 


S'S Ti" 's, 


EFORE I fhut up my Difcourfe, I cannot let pals, 
without fome Animadverfion, what Lud. W ofzogen 
hath written in the latter Part of his fecond Book, 
De Scripturarum Interprete : where he thinks it not 

enough to have owned and applauded the Exercitator’s pro- 
fane Scoff at the Doérine of the Reformed Churches about the 
Spirit’s enlightening, as a Piece of Enthufiafm, the Effect of 
@ deluded Fancy, attributing that to the Spirit of Gop that is 
the natural Effet of the Mind, or the Apprebenfion of fame ima- 
ginary Good. But (as if he were glad of fuch an Occafion) 
A 2 he 








2 Mr. Witson of Diftreffes and Foys. 

he breaks forth into a moft bitter Javeéfive againft the Doc- 
tors and bre aaa gt » (for that his Aim 
is at them, arte whole Series of bis Difcourfe, 


notwithftanding all his Palliations) for owning and maintaining 
any [uch fupernatural and immediate Operations of the SPIRIT 5 
and daringly afcribes all to the Heats of an exalted Imagination, 
er the Vapours of melancholick Blood, and the unufual foys of a 
recreated Temperament, or perbaps to the clearer Light of fome 
difcovered Truth, and fometimes to the deceitful’ Dreams or wild 
Commotions of @ diftratted Mind, faifly conceited to be the dt» 
wine Breathings of the Hoy Srinit : And this he efpecially 
cenfures in thofe, whe baving attained to fome eminent Gifts of 
Utterance,a tenacious Memory,a lively’S ready Fancy ,with a fluent 
Elocution, are fervent in their Devotions , whefe Performances, 
he fays, are cryed up for the AGlings of the Spirit ; not that 
the Per fons thus qualified are [' weak, as to think that this comes 
from the Spirit of Gon 4 but that they are willing others foould 
believe fo, that they may make the better Advantage of fuch a Re- 
putation to gain Power into their Hands, and as a Torrent carry 
all «them, filling ali with Schifmand Sedition. This is 
the Sum of his angry Rhetorick in this Matter. And his 
Friend Velthufius {peaks in the fame Diale&t. De ufu ration. 
in Theolog. p. 71, 72+ And nodoubt there are others in the 
World of like Mind with them : by whom thofe ftrong Im- 
preffions of ‘fey or Sorrow that are made upon the Hearts of 
Chriftians from the Senfe of Sin and Wrath on the one Hand, 
or of the faving Love of Gop on the other ; and thofe 
Fervors of Spirit they fometimes feel and exprefs in the 
folemn Services of Religion and Exercifes of Devotion, are 
cenfured as proceeding from the different Temperament of 
the Body, and the fuitable Workings of a deluded Fancy, or 
afcribed to Enthufiaftick Impulfes, or fuch like imaginary 
Caufes. But let the whole be brought under an impartialEx- 
amination,and I doubt not but this will appear a groundle{sCa- 
lumny, to all that fhall give foberReafon leave to judge without 
the Interpofure of Prejudice or Paffion. | 

Firft then, let us confider of thofe different Apprehenfions 
and Impreffions before-mentioned, and fee what Scripture 
and found Reafon teaches us concerning them. 

Man, ashe is an intelligent Creature, hath a Power con- 
natural to him, of reflecting upon himfelf, and judging of His 
own State and Ways, as he ftands in Relation to Gop and 


ternity. 
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Eternity. This Power of RefleStion is commonly known by 
the Name of Con/cience ; which, as it is appointed to be 
Man’s domeftickGuide & Monitor to fhew him hisWay,and 
mind him of hisDuty ; fo it is a conftant InfpeGor over him, 
not only as a Witne/s of what he is and does ; but as a Judge 
alfo in the Name and Place of Gop to pafs Sentence upon 
him, and give him fome Fore-ta/fe of thofe future Foys or 
Sorrows that dhall be the Portion of the Children of Men in 
another World. 


SEcT. U. 

Begin we with theDisTREssE¢ of an aflitedConfcience, 
arifing from the Senfe of Sin, and Gop’s deferved Wrath 
for it. This may be confidered, either as the Cafe of one 
newly awakened by the Terrors of Gop toa fad Debate with 
himfelf, having hitherto been a Stranger to the State and 
Way of Holinefs ; or of one already regenerated and begotten 
again by renewin Grace ; one that hath formerly experi- 
mented in fome Degree the Sweetnefs of a heavenly Life, 
but is now brought into a dark uncomfortable Condition, 
parr Want of the Senfe of Gon’s faving Love, not with- 
out fad Impreffions of his dreadful Difpleafure. 

Though I fhall not wholly exclude the former out of my 
prefent Debate, yet it is the /atter that I intend chiefly to treat 
of. Thofe to whom this befalls, during this Diftrefs, walk 
difconfolately, find little or no Sweetnefs in ‘any Duty they 
perform, any Ordinance they attend upon, any Bleffing 
they make ufe of. Sometimes they ftrongly fafpect, if not 
peremptorily conclude themfelves to be Reprobates and Caft- 
aways, to have no Grace in their Hearts, no Part in the Re- 
demption of Cur1isT, but to be Enemies of Gop, Captives 
of Satan, and Veffels of Wrath fitted to DeftruG@tion. And 


this is one Part of Gon’s paternal Difcipline, wherewith he 


is pleafed to exercife fome of his beloved Children ; whether 
tocorre& their Unthankfulnefs under former Enjoyments, 
or to put their Graces to greater Trial, or to fit them for 
fome fpecial Service, or to humble them for fome heinous 
Sian, and make them more watchful for the future, or to 
magnify his own Grace in upholding them under all their 
Agonies, and reviving them after their violent Confli@s ; or 
for what other holy Ends he may have in it, which we are 
mat now concern’d to difCuls. This /piritual Defartion, * 
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it hath been hitherto called by fober Divines of all PaJuafions, 
as far as 1 know) admits of Degrees, being not fo fharp and 
dreadful to fome as to others ; fome are but for a while under 
it, others for feveral Months or Years : fome havea Tafte 
of it in the Time of their Health and Strength, and outward 
Profperity ; others under bodily Weaknefles, or outwardDif- 
quiets, or upon a Death-Bed. 

The Cafe of one in this Diftrefs of Spirit muft needs be fad. 
Solomon tells us, The Spirit of a Man will fuftain bis Infirmity : 
but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? So long as the Spirit re- 
mains whole and untoucht, it can bear up under all other 
Preflures and Troubles. But when the Wound reacheth the 
Soul, when Confcience affrights the Sinner, when this tells 
him, (whether truly or miftakingly,) thatGop hath forfaken 
him, and caft him off, that the Almighty reckons him his 
Enemy, and fets him up‘as a Mark whercon to {pend theAr- 
rows of his Indignation ; this breaks him al! in Pieces, this 
provesa Weight fo heavy, that the. burden’d Soul would 
certainly fink under it, were there not a fecret Support vouch- 

fafed by Gon’s gracious Hand. This makes David cry out, 
“Pial. 51. 3. My Sin is ever before me: and elfewhere ; . Pfal. 
48. 2. & feq: Thine Arrows flick faft in. me, and thy Hand 
preffeth me fore. There is no Soundnefs in my Flefh becaufe of a 
thine Anger ; neither is there any refi in my Bones becaufe of 
my Sin. For mine Iniquities are gone over my Head; as an ‘ 
heavy Burden, they are too heavy'for mz. ---- Befides other In- ; 
ftances that might be given. Nor canthis be a Wonder to i 
any, were the/e few Things confider’d. 

1. The loving Kindne/s ef Gon (as the Pfalmift fpeaks, Pfal. 

63.3.) 1s better thanLife. This is it that makesall aChriftian’s 
‘Enjoyments truly comfortable, and that allays the Bitternefs 3 
of the moft afflictingCroffes, that animates againft the fharpeft a 
an@ mdf dreadful confliéts againft all other Evils. Let a : 
’ @hriftiah live under the Senfe of Gon’s reconciling Love,and 4 
he pafies cheerfully-and undauntedly through whatfoever be- . 
'fals him. Let this therefore be withdrawn, and he is pre- , 
"fently overwhelm’d with Darknefs. P/e/. 88. 14. The 








‘fweeteft Bleflings are taftlefs, the lighteft A ffli€tions are intel- ; 
‘erable: "He lobks upon Gop as an Enemy, and now every — 4 
Thirg-appears to him as a Meffenger of Death. ° Sars a 

- 2. As the Love of Gon is hig f 


y valuable,’ fo awho knows bi 
the Power of his Wrath ? Pfale qo. 11. If the Senfe of this, * 


when 
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when it fell upon the innocent Son of Gon for the Sin of 
Man, made H/ M fhrink, and drew from him thofe doleful 
Complaints, Joh.12. 27. Now is my Soul troubled, and what 
foall I fay? And, Math. 26. 38. My Soul ts exceeding /or- 
rowful, even unto Death. And again, Math. 27. 46. My 
GOD, my GOD, why haft thou forfaken me? How can 
guilty Sinners think to grapple with thefe Terrors ? Well 
might ‘fob cry out as he did in his Diftrefs ; Job. 6.2, 3, 4. 
O that my Grief were throughly weighed, and my Calamity laid 
in the Ballances together ! For now it would be heavier than the 
Sand of the Sea, therefore my Words are fwallowed up. Far 
the Arrows of the ALMIGHTY are within me, the Poifon 
whereof drinketh up my Spirit: the Terrors of GOD do /et 
themfelves in Array againfi me. AndHeman, Pfal. 88. 6, 7. 
Thou haft laid me in the lowe/t Pit, in Darknefs, in the Deeps. 
Thy Wrath lieth hard upon me: and thou haft affiited me with 
all thyWaves. Andagain,Pfal. 5. 14,15, 14. Lorp,why 
cafteth thou off my Soul ? Why hideft thou thy Face from me ? 
1 am afflicted and ready to die, from my Youth up : while I /uf- 
fer thy Terrors; lam defirated. Thy fierce Wrath goeth over 
me: Thy Terrors have cut me off. How bitterly did Francis 
Spira exprefs the Dolors of his woful Soul ! O (fays he) that 
A might but feel the leaft Senfe of the Love of GOD but for one 
fmall Moment, as I now feel his heavy Wrath that burns like the 
Torments of Hell, within me, and affiits my Confeience with 
Pangs unutterable ! Relation of the fearful State of Francis 
Spira, p. 89. 

3- In this Cafe the poor diftrefs’d Creature is his ownTor- 
mentor. He mufters up difcouraging Arguments againft 
himfelf ; and catches hold of whatfoever may ftrengthen his 
Fears and increafe his own Sufpicions of himfelf ; and. ftudi- 
oufly difputes againft whatfoever Comforts are offer’d him. 
Whatfoever Threats he finds in the Word againft Hypocrites 
and Apoftates, he is ready to apply to himfelf: Whatfoever 
dreadful Examples of Gon’s fierce Wrath upon the worft of 
Sinners he either reads or hears of, he prefently puts himfelf 
into their Place, and conceits their Condition to be his. The 
precious Promifes of Gop, and the former Experience he 
hath had of Gop’s Goodyefs to him, all are now turn’d into 
Matter of Terror and Torment. The Prefence of Gop is 
a Trouble to him, as ‘ob fays, ‘fob 23. 15. And the Re- 
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memberance of Gop terrifies him, as the Pfalmift fpeaks, 
P fat. 88. 3. and his Soul refufeth to be comforted. 

4. Satan, by Gon’s Permifiion, taking yee of fuch 
a gloomy Seafon, endeavours, by his horrid Suggeftions, to 
heighten the Teampefl that is already raifed in the Heart of a 
Chriftian, as violent Winds increafe the Storms in a raging 
Sea. It is the main Defign of that devouring Adverfary to 
deftroy utterly. In order to which, as he labours to ¢n- 
courage carele/s Sinners in their Security and Prefumptisn, fo 
on the contrary he endeavours with all his Might to drive s/- 
treffed Souls into utter Defperation. And though he attain 
not the utmoft of his Aims, yet thus much he ufually accom~ 
plitheth, to exafperate the prefent Trouble, and increafe the 
Difquietment by his bold and violent Injegtions. This is 
fufficiently intimated to us by the Ape/f/le’s Difcourfe concern 
ing the inceftuous Corinthian, who had been cait out of 
Church-Cortmunion ; whom he perfuades them to receive and 
comfort, Icft he fhould be fwvellow’d up with ever-mmuch Ser- 
row, 2 Cor. 6.7. adding afterwards, how ready himéclf 
was to forgive him, def Satan foould take an Advantage, bic. 
Ib. v. 10,11. Whence we may gather, that this is one of 
Satan's Devices, to tread down fuch as he finds already caf 
down with Sorrow, and to lay on more Load, where he fees 
the burden’d Soul now ready to fink. 

5: In fuch aCondition as this, ’till Gop hitfelf be pleafed 
to let in fome Beam of Light into the difconfolate Heart, ne 
Succour from the Creature, how excellent foever, can give 
any Relief. The Wound isin the Soud and Spirit, which 
po waaay Ae —— heal, but the Fatwer 

pirets, D [olation. 23 lf be 
pn De Elihu, yar then steel Bia: : hie ~ 
bad the chief Hand in giving the W ound, fo it is he alone 

that can work the Cure. _ 


(Toe Remainder in our nem.) 
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